The Society for Army Historical Research
Serving scholars, enthusiasts and soldiers

NEWSLETTER – WINTER 2020
SAHR / NATIONAL ARMY MUSEUM ALLIANCE
Council is pleased to announce the establishment of a formal alliance with The
National Army Museum. For details, see pages 398 & 399 in the Winter 2020
Journal.
NEW EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR
Council is pleased to announce the co-option of Ms. Carol Dixon-Smith as our
new Events Co-ordinator. Carol comes from a family with a long tradition of
service with the military, and her childhood interest in history has become a
lifelong passion. She taught history at secondary level before going on to
research the subject for academic purposes. After ‘retiring’ as an Army wife,
she became a bookseller and Events Manager for many years.
She is an active member of the Windsor Local
History Group, as well as Editor of their annual
journal, and has published books on local
history.
Carol is happiest when entrenched in the 18th
and 19th centuries, researching the men rather
than the events, and is particularly satisfied on
discovering any soldiers with local connections.
SAHR Council

The Director General of the National Army Museum, Mr Justin Maciejewski
DSO MBE, is provisionally scheduled to deliver a virtual lecture to the Society
on 19 January 2021. Details will be announced on our social media sites and
on our website under the Events tab in the menu bar as soon as they come
available.
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OUR CENTENARY 1921 to 2021
Members will recall the two-page
announcement of next year’s
Centenary program in the last
Newsletter (Autumn 2020). They
may also wish to know what the
plans are for our Annual Members’
Meeting next year.
As we go to print, Council is planning
for the two-day conference in
London to be held on 21 & 22 April
2021 along with a third day on 22
September 2021. However, despite
the announcements of vaccines,
which may be introduced as early as
this Winter season, the realities of
production, distribution, storage and
repeat administration mean that it is
hard to imagine conference venues
re-opening to anything like full
capacity. Council believes that, as a
charity, the Society has a duty of care
to its members, but also to uphold
the law and/or Government
guidance. We therefore do not
intend to lure our members into a
gathering where their health may be
at risk.

So, while we have planned for a full
celebration as outlined on the next
page, it is far more likely that we will
have to settle for a virtual
conference.
The virtual conference would see us
conduct the essential parts of the
Annual Members’ Meeting on-line.
The lectures would be recorded
remotely and then broadcast over
the Internet. The Society will, of
course, continue to publish the
Journal throughout, and recipients
will note that it will be slightly heftier
than usual, as we are able to print
some of the material garnered
through the conference.
The dinner, Templer reception and
prize-giving would not be able to
take place as planned. Council hopes
that, if conditions permit, they might
be held later in the year.
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OUR CENTENARY continued
Should circumstances permit, the full
two-day conference will proceed as
advised and will incorporate our
Annual Members' Meeting and
lectures by invited speakers at the
Royal Thames Yacht Club on 21
April,

Interior of the Royal Thames Yacht Club
Image courtesy of Cmglee

followed by drinks and, for those who
choose to attend, a dinner at the
Cavalry and Guards Club (below).

The 22nd April would see a packed
day of presentations by young and
up-and-coming (and some not so
young) academics at the National
Army Museum, followed by the
Templer reception and prize giving.
Such was the appeal of the
opportunity to present to the Society,
that we have sufficient speakers of
such quality that we can hold an
additional day of lectures in the
Autumn (22nd September), again at
NAM.

Rather than just hoping for the best
outcome, Council will take a
realistic view and make a definite
decision between 'real' and 'virtual'
events in January. We recognise
that, while not all of our members use
the Internet, that proportion is
shrinking. Members who do, are
asked to monitor our website and
social media for updates, and of
course the Spring Newsletter
despatched on 15th March will carry
Council’s decision, albeit late in the
calendar.
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Whatever ultimately transpires, we
wish all our members a happy and
healthy New Year and Centenary.
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NEWSLETTER – WINTER 2020
TEMPLER MEDAL BOOK PRIZE WINNER, Dr Jonathan Fennell
The Templer Medal Sub-Committee Chair, Dr John Peaty, presented Dr
Jonathan Fennell with his Templer Prize Medal at an informal ceremony in his
(John Peaty’s) garden, in lieu of the usual full-blown Prize giving ceremony we
usually enjoy. Said Dr Fennell,
“I was deeply thrilled and honoured
to receive the Templer Medal from
John Peaty in early October. John
very kindly welcomed Anna (my wife)
and me in the garden of his home.
We shared a very pleasant hour
together. John spoiled us with a
lovely cup of tea and biscuits and we
discussed the state of the field and
our hopes for the future of
scholarship on the history of the
British Army. There may not have
been much pomp and ceremony, but
receiving the Medal with Anna by my
side was a moment I’ll never forget.
These are the days dreams are made
of!”.
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Dr Fennell’s winning book was Fighting the People's War: The British &
Commonwealth Armies and the Second World War (CUP). Dr Fennel
presented the Templer Lecture to members on both this book and his current
one on the New Zealand 2NZEF in WW2 on 25th November in the Society's first
ever virtual event, hosted for us by SAHR member Dudley Giles.
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STUDENT ESSAY PRIZE 2020
Every year (and henceforward in association with the National Army Museum),
the SAHR selects and rewards the best essays written on any aspect of the
history of the armies of Britain and the Commonwealth.
There are two classes of entry − Undergraduate and Sixth Form, both open to
all, regardless of nationality and country of residence. The winner in each will
receive a prize of £300 and the runner-up a prize of £100, and both the winner
and runner-up receive an engraved commemorative glass.
Essays must be about the history
of
the
British
and
Commonwealth Armies.
The
essay does not have to be
written from scratch; we are
happy to consider essays already
written, for example as course
work, as long as they meet the
criteria for entry and have not
been published elsewhere either
electronically or in print.
The latest date for submissions
for the 2020 Prize will be Monday 15 February 2021. General rules for
submissions are at https://www.sahr.org.uk/essay-competition-rules.php.
Enquires should be sent to the Essay Co-ordinator, Phil McCarty at
essayprize@sahr.org.uk.
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MILITARY FICTION PRIZE
Due to the COVID lockdown delaying the production of a number of books, the
response to the 2019-2020 SAHR Prize for Military Fiction was somewhat down
on its inaugural year. Nevertheless, the judges were able to shortlist four titles
which were all deemed to be worthy contenders for the prize, and from these
a winner and runner-up were chosen.
The winning title is The Straits of Treachery, by
Richard Hopton (Allison & Busby). Set against the
British occupation of Sicily in the Napoleonic Wars,
the plot deals with espionage and small-scale
operations across the Straits of Messina, including
the attempted Franco-Neapolitan landing of 1810.
The author's previous non-fiction work on the
Maida campaign and on the culture of duelling
have clearly inspired this fictionalised exploration
of one of the British Army's lesser-known
Napoleonic theatres.
Runner-up was Cauvery Madhavan's The Tainted (HopeRoad). Based in part on
the mutiny of the Connaught Rangers in 1920, this title explores the cultural
impact of the British Army on India and Ireland. Very different to the majority
of our entries, it favourably impressed the judges with the way that these
complex issues were brought to life.
Other titles dealt with the Walcheren Campaign, the Peninsula War in 1812, the
Crimean War, the 2nd Boer War, and the Great War, reflecting a broad interest
in fictional portrayals of the British Army across a wide chronological sweep.
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INDEPENDENT RESEARCH GRANTS 2020

Rupert Hague-Holmes has been awarded an IRG to cover travel costs
connected with research for a biography on Lieutenant General Sir George
Lea KCB, DSO, MBE (1912-1990). Lea was a battalion commander at the
Battle of Arnhem in 1944 and, post WW2, held some key command roles,
including CO 22 SAS in the Malayan jungle, GOC in Nyasaland and Southern
Rhodesia, Director of Operations in Borneo during the Confrontation and
Head of the Defence Staff in Washington.
Jonathan Davies has received a grant to cover expenses relating to
reproduction fees for illustrations that will appear in The Tudor Art of War,
1485-1558, which will be published next year.
Journal Editor & Acting Grants Co-ordinator, Dr Andrew Cormack

FROM REASON TO REVOLUTION 1721-1815 Conference

To claim your discount, order the book via the Helion & Co. website at
https://www.helion.co.uk/military-history-books/life-in-the-red-coat-the-britishsoldier-1721-1815-proceedings-of-the-2019-helion-and-company-from-reason-torevolution-conference.php and apply the code LITRC5. This offer is valid from
30 November to 31 December inclusive.
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Last year, SAHR co-sponsored the Helion & Co. From
Reason to Revolution 1721-1815 Conference in Derby.
This was organised by Council member Dr Andrew
Bamford, and several SAHR members were amongst the
speakers. The proceedings of that conference have now
been published under the title ‘Life in the Red Coat: The
British Soldier 1721-1815’, and as part of the sponsorship
arrangements SAHR members are able to obtain a £5
discount.
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SUBSCRIPTION RENEWALS
Our membership year runs from 1st January to 31st December. So your 2021
membership subscription is due for payment in January 2021. If you pay by
PayPal or by bank standing order, then no action is required.
Payment methods, bank account details, and my address for members paying
by cheque are all on the Membership tab on our website,

Hon. Membership Secretary, Chris Palmer

CENTENARY PROMOTION for SERVING PERSONNEL
in the BRITISH ARMY
To celebrate our Centenary 1921-2021, Council is pleased to announce a
discounted annual subscription rate of ₤30.00 for the calendar year 2021 for
currently-serving, full-time and part-time UK Army and Army Reserve (TA)
personnel. Applicants will need to advise the Membership Secretary of their
current Army unit through which they are paid, to qualify for the discount.
Existing members who are also full-time or part-time UK Army and Army
Reserve (TA) personnel may apply to the Membership Secretary
membership@sahr.org.uk for this discount for 2021 if they wish.
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