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The Society for Army Historical Research

Registered Charity No. 247844

	

Minutes of the 96th Annual General Meeting of 
the Society for Army Historical Research held at the National Army Museum on Monday 22 April 2024
at 17.00


1.	There were 39 members present. Apologies had been received from our David Saunders, Ewan Carmichael, Nicola Martin, and Ismini Pells.

2.	Lieutenant General Sir Barney White-Spunner, President, gave a brief welcome and encouraged members to make contact with members of Council who were attending.

3.	The Minutes of the 95th Annual General Meeting, held on 26 April 2022 at the National Army Museum, were proposed for adoption by the Rev. Dr Peter Howson, seconded by Freddie Hyde, and agreed unanimously by a show of hands.

4.	The Honorary Officers’ Reports & the Accounts for 1 January to 31 December 2023 were introduced by Rohan Saravannamuttu who proposed their adoption. This was seconded Zeb Micic and agreed unanimously by a show of hands.

5.   Lieutenant General Sir Barney White-Spunner offered the Society’s thanks to Dr Andrew Cormack for his work as Hon. Editor of the Journal; he observed that in his dealings with the Military History Society of Ireland it had generally been observed that our Journal is the inspiration for The Irish Sword. David Rowlands proposed a vote of thanks to the contributors to the Journal, which was met with unanimous applause.

6.   The Hon. Treasurer, Rohan Saravannamuttu, introduced a proposal, approved and recommended by Council, to approve an increase in the annual subscription rate for Full Members with mailing addresses in the United Kingdom as follows:
1. That the current rates for Full Membership domestic UK be increased from £37.50 per annum to £45.00 per annum.
2. That these changes be implemented with effect from 1 January 2025.
The rationale for this having already been outlined under item 4, above, there were no questions and the proposal was seconded by Chris Palmer and carried by a majority on a show of hands.

7.	The Hon. Membership Secretary, Chris Palmer, introduced a proposal, approved and recommended by Council, to approve the change of all Student memberships to be Digital in configuration, as follows:
1. That all Student memberships, whether domestic UK or International be changed from being eligible for a printed quarterly Journal to being eligible for an electronic Journal instead, as is provided now to International members who have chosen Digital Subscriptions.
2. That the subscription rates for UK Student members remain unchanged at £20.00 per annum.
3. That the subscription rates for International Student members remain unchanged at £30.00 per annum.
4. That the change defined in 1. above be implemented with effect from 1 January 2025.
5. That members who have received their Doctorate be ineligible for the Student subscription rate.
The proposal was seconded by Rohan Saravannamuttu and carried by a majority on a show of hands.

8. Lieutenant General Sir Barney White-Spunner briefly outlined his reasons for wishing to step down as President after 12 years in that role. He stressed that he would, nevertheless, remain closely associated with the Society. He introduced Lieutenant General Sir Edward Smyth-Osbourne as Council’s recommendation to succeed to the position, to which recommendation he added his own support. Major General Ashley Truluck, Chair of Council, outlined the selection process and commended Sir Edward’s election to the meeting and it was carried by a majority on a show of hands. Sir Edward, who had left the meeting for this item, was invited to return and thanked the members present for placing their trust in him.

9.  The following were presented for election en bloc as members of the Council of the Society with the areas of responsibility as indicated:
	Ashley Truluck (Chair)
Peter Swabey (Hon. Secretary)
Rohan Saravanamuttu (Hon. Treasurer)
Charles Street (Hon. Membership Secretary)
Andrew Cormack (Hon. Editor)
Ian Beckett (Chair of Templer Medal Sub-Committee)
Eamonn O’Keeffe (Digital Media)
Andy Simpson (Book Reviews Editor)
Zeb Micic (Essay Prize)
Nicola Martin (Grants)
Freddie Hyde (Events)
Carole Divall (Schools Liaison)
Rory Butcher (Student Member)
Glyn Prysor (National Army Museum Liaison – co-opted; non-voting member)

Their election was proposed by Dr John Peaty and seconded by Dr Andrew Bamford. The members present agreed overwhelmingly by a show of hands that the above constitute the Council of the Society for the following year.

10.  Freddie Hyde proposed, and Chris Palmer seconded, the appointment of Haydn Wood (Partner), SRG LLP, of 10 Bolt Court, London, EC4A 3DA as Independent Examiner. This was accepted unanimously by the members present on a show of hands.

11.  Professor Ian Beckett took the membership through the new selection process for the Templer Medal and Chapple (previously Best First Book) Prize. The results would be announced at the prizegiving that evening. He expressed his thanks to the judges for all their work.

12.  Reports were made on the activities of the Society as follows.
a. Chair’s Report by Major General Ashley Truluck, who outlined recent developments. A new five-year review had been carried out, informed by a questionnaire that had been sent to all members and regarding which he expressed his gratitude to those who had responded. This had led to a number of changes to the Grants programme, where the deadlines had been consolidated; to the administration of the Journal, where an Editorial Board was being instituted; and to the Essay Prize.
The online lecture series continued to be popular, and thanks were expressed to Dr Andrew Bamford and Colonel Dudley Giles for organising and hosting it respectively. One-day battlefield tours in the UK had also proved popular.
The Society’s relationship with the National Army Museum was stronger than ever and had been codified through a Memorandum of Understanding.
Thanks were due to Professor Ian Beckett and the Templer Medal Subcommittee for all their efforts.
Thanks were also due to Lieutenant General Sir Barney White-Spunner, standing down after 12 years as President (the fourth-longest tenure in the Society’s history); Chris Palmer, standing down after six years as Hon. Membership Secretary; and Dr Andrew Bamford, standing down after nine years on Council the last two as Hon. Secretary.
b. Hon. Secretary’s Report by Dr Andrew Bamford, who noted that having announced his departure from the role due to work pressures he had then been made redundant and would, therefore, notwithstanding his departure from Council, be able to devote more time to Society activities than anticipated. He would remain involved in the online talks programme, had been invited to serve on the new Editorial Board, and would be assisting Student Representative Rory Butcher with a conference planned for February 2025 for which it was hoped to circulate a call for papers during the summer of 2024.
c. Hon. Treasurer’s Report by Rohan Saravanamuttu, who noted that the new subscription rates just approved would not take effect until January 2025 and that a planned deficit would take the Society through the remainder of 2024. A donations button had been added to the website, and options also exist for large gift-aid donations and endowments.
d. Hon. Membership Secretary’s Report by Chris Palmer, who confirmed that he would continue to work with his successor, Charles Street, to ensure continuity. The major subscriptions increase for EU members had gone through very smoothly.
e. Hon. Editor’s Report by Dr Andrew Cormack. Four very varied Journals had been published in the previous 12 months. As ever, there was a need to balance content between ‘red’ and ‘khaki’ periods, but a particular appeal was made to the membership for more material on pre-twentieth-century topics and in particular on colonial campaigns which had once been a popular subject but where little was now being received. Thanks were due to Dr Chris Philips who had left the role of Book Reviews Editor at the end of 2023, and to Dr Andy Simpson who had replaced him.
f. Report on Essay Prize by Zeb Micic who introduced the changes to the structure of the prize, which would now be aligned with the academic rather than the calendar year, and the planned introduction of a third category for which junior officers and officer cadets would be eligible.

12.   Any Other Business.
No other business had been intimated to the Hon. Secretary in advance of the meeting, the floor was opened to questions and observations.
a. Lieutenant General Sir Barney White-Spunner spoke about the close relationship between the Society and the Military History Society of Ireland, again stressing that the latter consciously models itself on our organisation and praising the increased spirit of reconciliation now prevailing which in turn facilitates a proper understanding of the place of the British Army in Irish history.

13.  The date of the next Annual General Meeting to be in Spring 2025 on a date and at a venue to be selected by the Society’s Council.




Signed……………………………………….		Dated………………………..
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